HUNGER FOR GOD

SIX WEEKS OF PRAYER, FASTING,
REFLECTION AND SEEKING
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“Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being
gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may
show forth your power among all people, totheglory
of your Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reignswith you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.”
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Introduction:

God has put it on the hearts and minds of the eldersto lead the body in a period
of prayer and fasting in order to reflect and seek the mind of the Lord. Our
hope is to see God work in our lives to bring about a heart change regarding
our view of our liveswhile giving us aclear vision asto the purpose of our
lives and our church body. Scripture isvery clear when it comesto the mis-
sion of the church and could be summed up in the Great Commission
(Matthew 28) and the Great Commandment (Mark 12). Even though the mis-
sion may be clear, what that looks like for Creekside Community Church and
your involvement has not been as clear.

All of uswant our existence on earth to have meaning and deep down you
surely sense alonging to love and serve God with al of your heart. Yet we
live at atimeand in a place that presents many obstaclesto living alife fully
devoted to Christ and His mission.

Every tangible and delectable fruit of the world isin our reach if not already in
our grasp here. Money fuels our desired lifestyle. We must have careers that
can support usto livein thisplace. Andwhat aplace! Fantastic weather,
beautiful hills and neighborhoods with the ocean and the Sierra a short car ride
away. Our kids enjoy some of the best schooals, private or public, you can find
anywhere. Welivein an extremely kid savvy community where we parents
will organize our whole lives around what is best for our kids. The best tech-
nology in theworld isfirst available to usin this place. Brilliant minds and
entrepreneurial gurus abound. Welivein ahotbed of political debate on every
topic and the environment has become areligion initself. Even though the
Bay Areais one of the most unchurched and faithless metropolitan areas on the
planet...weloveit here. But why are we here? Really?

That is one of the important questions that will linger in the back of our minds
the next 6 weeks aswe seek the Lord. Why are we on the planet and not home
with the Lord? Most of us know the answer to that question but is something
missing among us at Creekside? | might suggest that what is missing isthe
changed heart...corporately speaking. What are we most passionate about?
What do we want most out of life? What are we working so hard to attain? |If
those questions do not relate directly to God' s plan for our lives then the only
possible outcome in the church is mediocrity, a self serving ministry, compla-
cency and apathetic if not entertaining.

What if the Plan isto be on amission and not merely to attain a happy life with
alittle God sprinkled on top? The alternative isto alow the Holy Spirit to
speak to us and convict us and direct us...to change our hearts. During these
six weeks all of you are being asked to join a Forgotten God small group to
discuss the work of the Holy Spirit in your life and in the life of the body. The
work of the Spiritisacritica part of the changing of ahuman heart. A heart
cannot be changed and alife “on point” for God cannot be sustained without
the empowerment of the Spirit of God.

Theglassis haf full at Creekside, not half empty. We have enjoyed the bless-
ing of solid Christ centered teaching along with a genuineness among our peo-
ple. You are apeopletruly searching and seeking what God wants out of your
life. You care deeply about the direction and future of our ministry. You trust
the leaders. Thisisacritical time. The elders sense the movement of the Spirit
to shepherd well and lead boldly while still holding on to a humility of servant-
hood. Jesustold his disciples that they must serve and not be served in order
to carry out the mission before them.

Before you in this booklet are six weeks of daily readings that pertain directly
to our lives as members of the Creekside family. Y ou will be directed to con-
sider praying daily and throughout the day, specifically for things related to our
lives herein the East Bay and as Creeksiders.  We are encouraging the body
to practice several spiritua disciplinesincluding the fast. Some of you may
have never fasted so you will perhaps find this a good opportunity to begin
applying the fast to your life now and on other occasions during your life. Re-
garding fasting, we are simply asking the body to fast at times during this six
week period. We might suggest afew certain days where the whole body can
fast together but primarily we are suggesting that people pick one day aweek
and fast for afull day. Fastingisapracticethat isintended to turn hunger into
an opportunity to pray and think deeply about our lives and our relationship
with God. Thereis nothing mystical or magical about fasting and that is why
itiscalled a“discipline.” Itisnot an easy thing to do. | want to be clear on
fasting so that you know we are not requiring or commanding the body to fast.
We are only asking the body to fast.

Remember, the point of fasting is not fasting. It isyour heart before the Lord
and the prayers that come from hunger. Ultimately, we are examining our
hunger for God when real food is not being consumed. Jesus told his disciples
that Hisfood was to do the will of His Father. Please take note of the next
section which addresses fasting and gives some direction for you on how to
fast.

May the Lord Jesus Himself be our Spiritual Director during this time and not
only change hearts that need redirection but also unite our heartsto a common
goal of doing the will of our heavenly Father in this place at thistime, al to the
glory of God!

Lovetoyou all,

Nick



Tipson Prayer and Fasting

The spiritual discipline of fasting is alwaystied to prayer. Thusthe focus of
fasting is not fasting but dialogue with God whether for personal reflection or
seeking of direction, life change, answers or to fast regarding a corporate body
matter. Sadly, the practice of fasting is not common in the church today and
while it is true that Jesus never commanded that we fast it was obvious that he
was very familiar with the practice in Hislife. We don’t have the space to go
into afull treatise on the subject here so allow me to just give you some point-
ers. Fasting creates hunger. When we are fasting and hungry we are provided
an opportunity like no other to consider our hunger and make a parallel be-
tween our hunger for food and our hunger for God. Jesus said that hisfood
was to do the will of His Father. In afood fast we invite hunger and use that
powerful urge to turn to God and seek Him in prayer. Instead of meeting our
need for food on our own we simply turn to God and dialogue with Him. |
want to make this as simple as possible. Use hunger to turn to God and talk
with Him. Instead of filling yourself at every urge like we so often do in our
lives, discipline yourself to focus your hunger on God.

In our six weeks of Hunger for God use this devotional to guide you daily.
These pages are full of all kinds of possihilities for prayer and reflection. Our
main focus these six weeksis on the body of Christ but you will not be ableto
ignore your own walk with Christ so lay it al out there. The hopeisthat dur-
ing this time the Holy Spirit will work in all of our heartsto bring us closer and
to also bring clarity and direction in our ministry as a body.

Practically speaking | might suggest the following: Pick one day aweek and
fast. If possible, try to fast a whole day—morning through evening. Try it
though only if you are physically able. If you have health issues then there are
other waysto fast. Thisisnot meant to be torture. Some of you may want to
skip two mealsin aday or just one. Theideaisto create hunger. The more
hunger you create the more dependence you will discover. But beredistic and
not legalistic. If you fast for aday drink plenty of water al day. If youwould
like to drink your coffee or juice go ahead. If you givein to snack on some-
thing don’t necessarily give up...stay hungry and try to continue fasting. The
point isto try some kind of fasting to create sustained hunger that resultsin
you praying and focusing on the Lord while presenting to Him matters of the
heart and matters of the church body.

If you can fast more than one day aweek great. If you need to work upto a
full day fast...great. If you want to be creative...fast from TV for aweek, two
weeks or six and use that time to pray and read the Word. Fast from going out
to dinner for six weeks and use the money you would spend to give to the
Mercy Fund. Fast from surfing the internet, reading the paper and use the time
to be with the Lord and/or in the Word. The point is...use any kind of fast to
gototheLordin prayer. On daysyou are not fasting use this devotional to
keep in step with the body on the subject matter it covers and the prayers for
you to offer up. If you need further advice or direction on fasting or any of the
spiritual disciplines then contact me or any of the elders. Fastingisacalled a
discipline for areason. The moreit is practiced the more it becomes essential.

August 30, 2010: The Great Commandment Nick Vleisides

Note: We are recommending that as many people as possible fast and pray
today as we start our six weeks together. |f you have prior commitments in-
volving meals or for health reasons are unable to completely fast, then be free
before the Lord to practice any kind of fast possible. Skip one or two meals.
Maybe it might suit some to go spend a few hour in solitude or reading the
Scriptures or both if you can not fast for some reason. If it is not possible to
fast or practice any other discipline then find another day this week. Keep that
spirit during the whole 6 weeks. Let the Spirit guide you as to when, how and
especialy why.

Today we are going to ask you to consider meditating on Mark 12:28-31
which reads, % One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recogniz-
ing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the
foremost of all?" * Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE
Lord OUR GOD ISONE Lord; ** AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE Lord YOUR
GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH
ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.' *"The second is
this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no
other commandment greater than these.”

We refer to this as the Great Commandment. Some of you learned this as
children and heard it al your life. Perhaps you are new to the faith and are
only recently discovering the intense focus of this command. Thisiswhat our
livesareto be ALL about it. With every fiber of our being we are to love God
and then...as a result...we love those around us. So today, read over these
verses many times. Consider memorizing them today or this week. Examine
your life. Compared to everything and everyone else in your life besides God,
how much do you love Him? Many of us will realize and be honest with our-
selves that we spend way more time focused on things and other relationships
(making money, buying things, caring for our homes, caring for our family,
recreating, etc.) rather than on tangible ways of loving God. Why isit so diffi-
cult to worship during the week? Utter constant praise and adoration? Thank
God for the good things constantly? Why are we not frequently overwhelmed
with God during the day? Maybe today you can do some business with God
on this. Who orders your life...the way you live? You or Him? What do
you hunger for in your life?

Prayer: Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in
unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all people, to the
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who live and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.



August 31, 2010: Discipleship at Creekside Nick Vleisides

My 10 year old and | went fishing on the Delta yesterday. The night before we
went over to Dick Ponder’s house to learn a few things about fishing for bass
and tying up the right rigs. Dick knows a few things about fishing...at least a
lot more than | do when it comes to bass fishing. He showed Trevor how to tie
“one of the strongest fishing knots thereis’....the Palomar knot. Dick showed
us where to go on the Delta, what kind of bait to use, what kind of action to use
on the rod if we fish for stripers too. Basically Dick was discipling Trevor to
fish. Wouldn't it be ridiculous to disciple Trevor in fishing if he really didn’t
care that much about fishing? | mean you have to love fishing when you con-
sider the time and patience it takes. Catching bass requires skill, practice and
“discipleship.” They are hard boogers to catch! You see, alove for fishing is
absolutely critical for any kind of discipleship to be learned or dispensed.

At Creekside, are we in love with the mission God has for us? Are we even
clear on the mission? Why would we begin discipling anyone if the mission
was not clear AND if the disciples were not already sensing a deep passion for
the mission forming in their hearts and minds? Churchesdo thisal thetimein
reversel  “We need to disciple people! They need to learn the Word! Learn to
servel” TO WHAT END??? Friends, do we LOVE THE GOSPEL? If we
are going to be fishers of men, then do we love to fish? Do we even like it at
al? PRAY! Pray for our church that our hearts would be drawn together for
the sake of the gospel! Pray that God would put a heart of compassion in each
of usfor thelost around us. Yes, aswe learn to love the gospel we make disci-
ples who make disciples who make disciples.

Go make disciples (Matt. 28:19); You shall be my witnesses! (Acts 1:8); | will
make you fishers of men (Mark 1:7); that they also may be in us Us, so that
the world may believe that You send Me. (John 17:21); For | determined to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Himcrucified (1Cor. 2:2)
Trevor and | fished all day long on Saturday. We caught a few bass and of
course, the “big one” got away. It was rather slow and we had to work hard at
catching afew fish. | looked at Trevor at one point when it was slow and late
in the day, “Are you ready to go in?" He thought about it and then looked at
me and shook his head, “Nah.” | thought to myself, “That boy really loves to
fish!” 1 told him so. Lord, help usto love your ministry!

Prayer: Lord, change our hearts at Creekside. Give us a heart that loves the
Gospel. Jesus, You are the Gospel! Why are we not finding our hearts burn-
ing with desire to make the message relevant and known around us? Help us
Jesus. Deal with us. Teach us. Have mercy on us. Direct us. Love us into
loving the mission! Amen.

September 1, 2010 The Great Commission at Creekside Nick Vleisides

While we are seeking direction from the Lord as a body of believersit would
be worth noting that we have very clear instructions from Jesus which tell us
what we should be doing. One of the most clear directions from our Lord isto
“GO” found in Matthew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them,
saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing themin the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching themto observe all
that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age."

The operative words are “go”, “make disciples,” “baptizing,” and “teaching.”
This passage has been the focus of debate with it comes to understanding what
it means to “make disciples.” Most commonly accepted is the idea that making
disciplesinfers going out and spreading the gospel as the precursor to making a
disciple. It naturally makes sense that you can not “go” where few have gone
and find people to disciple unless they come to faith in Christ first...whichis
what God wants more than anything...relationship. Second, some might read
this and think, “well, Jesus is speaking to the disciples not me...not us today.”
WEell, let’sbe clear: we believe the body of Christ isindeed the body of Christ
on earth with the same mission from the Father that Jesus had...to proclaim the
kingdom of God...to proclaim the gospel....to make disciples.

Now at Creekside, we are not confused about this but we are seeking from the
Lord “how” to go about the Great Commission in our East Bay communities
with al of our unique challenges and battles. Seeking direction in this one area
is not asking, “Should we be about the Great Commission Lord?’” Of course
we should be! Examine your understanding of the Great Commission today
and always. How “great” isitin your life? What part does/will the Lord have
you play? Are we going to be a church about “going”?

Our Prayer Today: “Lord, examine our hearts. Are we ready to make this
our aim as you have commanded? Are our hearts and minds focused on giving
our lives to Your mission? God, what does it look like for us to be “going,”
individually and as a body? How do we organize and lead the body in the
Great Commission? Holy Spirit, open our eyes to the world around us and the
great need for the gospel and for making disciples who carry out Y our plan for
the Church. Deep down we all want to give our lives to You and have all of
our living...all of our breathing...all of our plans...al of our hopes and dreams
directly related to the very purpose you have us living, breathing, planning,
hoping and dreaming on earth. Give us a clear vision for how the Great Com-
mission isto be carried out in our midst.”



September 2, 2010 Being Witnesses at Creekside Nick Vleisides

The last thing that Jesus said to His disciples before He ascended to heaven
was, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and even to the remotest part of the earth." (Acts 1:8) We would agree that the
last words someone speaks before they go away for along time are probably
important words...especialy if they are acommand or request. Aswas ad-
dressed yesterday, we are the body of Christ so any assignment, command or
directive given to the disciples applies to the body of Christ today. Therefore,
we are al called to be witnesses. Being awitnessis not being an evangelist.
An evangelist has the gift of evangelism, which israther rarein the body of
Christ even if necessary. But all of us can be awitness giving testimony as to
what we' ve experienced firsthand when it comes to our relationship with
Christ. Jesus seemsto be saying in the context of this versein chapterl of Acts
that his return to earth is somehow related to the effectiveness of the body of
Christ being awitness to Christ.

So at Creekside, we view being awitness as having an evangelistic purpose but
it is not exercising gifts of evangelism which most believers do not possess. |
wouldn’t even call it “doing evangelism” because that makes it sound like it is
something programmatic or outside of ourselves. Being a witness is a Spirit
led aspect to our lives which means we have this sense about our lives that we
are constantly on the witness stand in every aspect of our lives...at home, in
the workplace, at school, on the soccer field, in the grocery store, at the hospi-
tal, on vacation, working in the front yard, attending Christmas parties, dealing
with trouble or hardship and on and on. We must always be ready to give an
account of our experience in Christ whenever God opens a door with someone.

| sat in on ajury years ago where an off duty firefighter went to sell some pit
bull puppies only to be robbed at gun point by the prospective buyer at their
arranged rendezvous. He wrestled a shotgun away from the robber and the
robber fled. The assailant was later captured and went to trial. 1'll never for-
got when the firefighter was on the witness stand and was asked to identify his
assailant. Without hesitation he stood, look directly at the defendant and with a
tone of complete confidence pointed his finger and said, “That’s the guy!
Right there! That's him.” 1’ve got to say, his testimony was very powerful
given the defense tried to convince the jury the defendant was not the guy. We
are a part of atrial that is going on around us every day. The judge has not
made aruling yet but He is allowing for all the testimony to be given such that
a“not guilty” verdict would be pronounced on all those who are swayed by the
testimony of reliable witnesses—you and |. Jesus—He' sthe guy! A savior!

Prayer: Lord, give us Creeksiders a clear sense of calling that each of our
lives are to be lived as witnesses of what You have done in our lives...and
what you are doing...and what you will do. If there is a reason why we are
afraid to bear witness of Y ou please work in our hearts. Holy Spirit come. We
plead for you to make us a church of called witnesses!

September 3, 2010 TheWork of the Ministry at Creekside Nick Vleisides

All right, 1’1l shoot straight on this one. My job should be to completely work
myself out of ajob, inaway. A mature body will realize their own potential
for exercising the spiritual gifts which exist among everyone in the church.
They will not look at “the church” as an “organization” for which the “hired
staff” isresponsible to run. Instead, people will be serving, teaching, visiting,
praying, counseling, baptizing, sharing communion, worshipping and more
without demands or commands from atop down structure. It will be natural
because the mature man or woman is responding directly to the Lord Jesus
Christ...the prompting of the Spirit and the truth of God's Word.

The work of the ministry belongs to the saints and we are all the saintsin
Christ. We seethisso clearly in Ephesians 4:11-12 “ And He gave some as
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ;” In the church, the leadership isto equip the
people for the work of service. Equipping the saints means equipping every-
one. Thework of serviceis based on the giving of giftsto all menin Christ
which we read about just afew verses earlier in Ephesians 4:8. Yes, pastors
and elders, along with the ministry of prophets, evangelists and apostles serves
an important leadership purpose. So at Creekside, |et’s get one thing straight.
If anyone comes to us and islooking for a church where someone elseisto
being doing the work of the ministry and they only want to enjoy relationships
and good programs, they will soon discover that we teach Ephesians 4:11:12
and thereisajob for them to do according to what God has planned. Our job
isto help people discover their ministry and prepare them for it. Aswe'll learn
during these six weeks, ultimately the work of the ministry relates to the pro-
claiming of the gospel.

Prayer: Father, help us know how to best equip the Creekside body. God,
does our body want to be equipped? |sthere an attitude or a belief among us
that somebody else should be doing the real work of ministry? Or are we just
so distracted or attracted to other things that even in spite of our knowledge of
the truth in this matter, we just believe something else? Lord, help our lead-
ers...help our elders...help Nick, Sean, Tim and Kerri...help Pete, Brian,
Rhonda, Patsy Doug, Kimberly, Ron, Jim, Deborah, Josh, Jesse, Mollie and
other |eaders/teachers/disciplers equip the saints in the body for the work of
ministry. Make the work of ministry clear to each and every one of us. Call us
God. Inspireus. Bring perspectiveto our lives. Please Lord Jesus. Have your
way with us! To Him who is able to do exceedingly, abundantly more than all
we could ever ask or imagine, according the power that is at work within us...
to Him be the glory in the church forever! Amen.



September 6, 2010 Being Missional People at Creekside Nick Vleisides

OK...If you are well read in Christian books and articles you will know that
thisword “missional” has been popularized the past 10 years or more. Itisa
word that was coined some years ago to take the idea of “mission” and apply to
the life purpose of Christ followers. Until this phrase was introduced into
Christendom, the word “missions’ or “missionaries’ usually applied to those
rare individuals or couples who heed acall from God to leave their homes and
travel...usually abroad...where you must where sandals and use a mosquito net
at night...to do Christian work. What developed was this notion that there
were “missionaries’ and there were the rest of us commoners who simply
strived to live Christian lives in our homeland...being good people.

“Missionaries’ are on the front lines, right? They are the ones who arereally
called into a specific and adventurous “mission.” Chah! The idea of
“missional” turns that notion on itshead. We must come to accept that every
believer isamissionary on the mission field. | would argue that the mission
field here at home is much more difficult, riskier and costly than being amis-
sionary abroad to a Third World country. | think it is much more difficult for
you and | to overcome our fears and anxiety about reaching out to the
neighbors on our streets. Y ou might find it far easier to travel to Indiaand
share the gospel straight up to Hindus who are living in abject poverty. Yes,
Jesus called us to be witnesses to “ utter ends of the earth” but He also made it
clear that we are to first be awitnessin our “Jerusalem,” i.e., our hometown.

Areyou willing to consider yourself a“missionary” here? |Isyour neighbor-
hood, workplace, school and community a“mission field” in your mind? Is
your “mission” on earth clear? If so, you are being “missional.” If most of us
at Creekside look at our lives that way, then we will be a*“missional” church.
God is calling usto be “missional” and we must see that calling in the two fold
Great Commandment; the Great Commission and the calling to be witnesses.
Think about your missional life today.

Prayer: Lord, we often ask for clarity and focusin our lives. We sometimes
feel adrift evenif things are working out well for us. It could be said that suc-
cessin the material world comes at a high price....we become so focused on
meeting our own needs and wants... maintaining what we have earned and re-
ceived that we miss the call to our mission field around us. God createin us...
as a church...this deep longing to be missional as a people. Break through
whatever barrier might exist which keeps us satisfied with maintaining alife-
style of comfort and safety. Yes, we do pray for safety and strength to make it
through each day, but we also realize those prayers are said in the context of a
battle raging around us. God, help usin the battle for the human soul. May we
have focus and clarity today like we have never had before. Oh Father...lead
on.

September 7, 2010 Visitorsat Creekside Nick Vleisides

I’ve heard from many people over the years that Creeksideis afriendly

church. People who “stick” at Creekside after visiting usually comment that
they felt very welcome at Creekside and people are friendly. | know most of
you at Creekside at some level and | think you are some of the most kind and
loving people | could possibly know. Y ou guys arethereal dea. Having said
that | don’'t know what to make of the large number of visitors we have had
over the yearswho have not “stuck.” I'll bet we have had at least 800 visitors
or the past five years. | believe that when people make immediate connections
with other people and are made to feel special and are recognized...it isavery
powerful draw.

Our Frontline Team does an excellent job of greeting everyone while being on
the watch for visitors. | loveall of you but if | may, under the umbrella of
grace, exhort us. We are afriendly bunch and we respond very well to visitors
who are in the “go getter” category. | think of the Gibsons, Sayers, Cerullos,
Vinogradovs, Peis, Johnsons and the Hales who visited us and immediately
took initiative to meet people and get involved. Y et, many of our visitors...
arguably most, need you to reach out to them in ways that supersede the “ stand
and greet time” in the service. We should come on Sundays prepared to pursue
anyone who isvisiting or even folks we don’t know for that matter. We should
take such genuine interest that on occasion you find yourselves inviting visitors
to breakfast after church...or asking if they would like to have coffee sometime
during the week...or getting a phone number to call and follow up to see how
their visit went and invite them back.

| stand up on Sundays and | see awhole handful of people who are not known
at all by most of you but ya'll have been in the same room for 5 years on Sun-
days. I'll often betalking to a guy after church I’ ve known for years and an-
other guy I've known for years walks up to talk and I'll always ask the two if
they know each other (unless | obviously know they do). | can’t believe how
many times I’ ve introduced men who have been fellowshipping together for
years and who have never met. | don’t know what you call that phenome-
non...serioudly. | know ya Il have a great capacity to love. So let me prod
you...GONUTSOVER VISITORS! That is part of you building up the body
at Creekside. If God isleading someone to Creekside then we honor God by
taking avery specia interest in visitors.  If any of you have any ideas about
how we can do better at this, let me know! In the meantime, go get em!

Prayer: Lord...you know our hearts. Deep down none of us wishes for any
visitor to ever come into our midst and not feel like the most special personin
the room that day. If every one of us could spot a visitor when we saw one, we
could shower such love on those who nervously visit and experience the anxi-
ety of being in acrowd of people whom they do not know. Work in our hearts
Father. If people cometo us and are not sticking because of our neglect, how
can we ever go out and reach the world for you? Help usto practice hospitality
asif each of us where homeowners on Sundays with visitors coming over for
dinner. Infiveyears Lord, might we see hundreds of people find real fellow-
ship among us right off the bat and stick!



September 8, 2010 How Do | Endure? Mike Duensing

My wife and | are acquainted to difficult times. We have found ourselves on
occasion asking each other with tears in our eyes how much longer we can
endure.

Hungry for comfort and answers, | then turn to ruminate on God’s word, and
am comforted to see that we share a common experience with people over the
ages that have endured difficult times. For example, look at Paul who wrote
about how he had experienced hardship beyond what seemed impossible to
endure, but God was with him and gave him the strength to continue, not by
human power, but by the power of His Spirit:

“ %for which | suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the
word of God is not imprisoned. °For this reason | endure all things for the
sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which
isin Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.” (2 Tim2:2, 9-10)

By sharing the deep parts of our lives within our community at Creekside, we
have also been greatly comforted to know that we are not alone in our strug-
gles. We are heartened to learn of God's faithfulness and victories, and the
models of faith and hope from those in our community.

But most importantly | am reminded that God is with us, that God understands,
hurts, and cries with us, and promises to never leave. He gives us power
through the Holy Spirit to press on and hope for the future. No one and noth-
ing elsein thisworld can make such a promise.

Indeed, many in our community are familiar with hardship especialy in these
time of economic crisis and uncertainty. We must look to God’s Word and put
our hope in none other than Him:

" “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. *May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a
spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus’ (Rom 15:4-5)

Prayer: Father, what a remarkable comfort it is to know that you understand
how | feel, and that your Holy Spirit is with me and will aways provide the
strength and hope | need to persevere no matter the circumstances with my
finances, my employment, my relationships, my health, my children, my busi-
ness, and all the other areas of my life.

September 9, 2010 Small Groupsat Creekside Kerri Sadigh

Since April, most of you know that | have been cruising the halls and class-
rooms on Sunday mornings for our Children’s Ministry. How great it isto see
how God is aready working in them at ayoung age. As| spend time outside
of the auditorium, I’ ve had a good friend who has been visiting our church
since Easter off and on. She comes with her son who isin a classroom and sits
by herself during the service. It ishard for me not to think of her as| am out-
side of the auditorium and hope that sheis having a great experience inside as
sheisaseeker and going through some struggles where | know she needs some
love and support. | think, coming to Creekside...what a perfect place for her to
find the TLC and from that, more spiritual growth that sheis seeking. How-
ever, there have been many times before, during, and after the service where |
peak in and notice that sheisstill alone. No one seems to have approached her
or ismaking her feel connected to the body. It dawned on me this past Sunday
when | saw her once again sitting surrounded by chairs with Bibles and purses
on them rather than people that | will not ever be able to sit with her and con-
nect her with others due to my schedule and only God can orchestrate those
moments among His people. Until she has a special interaction with someone
at our church and starts to feel connected, she will come and go on Sundays
and never get to taste all of the love that God would want to show her through
His people.

I know many of you have felt like her at one time or another...feeling distant
and aone and trying to figure things out on your own. | know there are cur-
rently more people in our body just like her who are hoping that someone
would reach out so they can feel part of something larger than themselves. For
me, it wasn't until | had joined my first small group at Creekside where | de-
veloped deep relationships with other believers and was the core of what had
kept us at Creekside for al of these years. Jim Garfield stopped by my office
yesterday full of wisdom and he shared his heart about small groups and how
they are what make up the church body. A Sunday morning should be atime
where all the small groups come together to worship he said. Ephesians 21-22
says this:“ In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

Together. That iswhat God intends for us. That iswhy Jesus traveled with 12
disciples. Areyou connected? Have you experienced a small group at Creek-
side? Have you sat with agroup of people who love the Lord and discuss
scripture and how it appliesto your daily life? Are you reaching out to others
like my friend who visits to help connect them to asmall group? | urge you to
not go through thislife alone.

Continued on next page



September 9, 2010 Small Groupsat Creekside Kerri Sadigh continued

Takethefirst step and find at least one person to connect with on aregular
basisin the body. Before you know it, that one person will turn into 4 and then
10. 1 know what you are thinking...I am too busy and don’t havetime. We are
never too busy to do what we want. Pray for thewant if itisn’'t there. We
have many options for small group involvement at Creekside and | hope you
consider praying for how you might be a part of aministry larger than yourself.

Prayer: Lord, forgive me for thetimesthat | think | can stay strong spiritually
without the help of my fellow brothers and sistersin Christ. Pray for those
who come to Creekside who are not feeling connected to the body or You. Be
with me thisweek as | commit to the following: 1. Contact a member of the
Body you haven't talked to for awhile 2. Do something nice for a current
member in the Body (offering prayer is always a great option!) 3. Intention-
ally meet someone new in the Body whether it is going up to someone on a
Sunday or visiting one of our small groups.

September 10, 2010 Salvation and Discipleship Arelnseparable
Rod Simmons

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word,
you are My disciplesindeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free."  John 8:31-32 NKJV

Read John 8:25-36

As Jesus spoke about His Father, being taught by His Father, being obedient to
His Father, and His complete dependence on His Father, many believed in

Him. But Jesus didn’t stop there. He wanted those who believed to understand
and experience that salvation and discipleship are inseparable. Without being a
disciple, thereis no savation, there is no freedom from sin, and there isno
relationship with God.

As you meditate on this teaching of Jesus, consider three things: 1) what does
it mean to be His disciple, 2) what is the one thing required for discipleship,
and 3) what isthe result of discipleship. The word disciple means learner. But
adisciple is much more than a student. In the context of Jesus' teaching a disci-
pleisafaithful follower of Him, one devoted to Him and His teaching. Just as
Jesus was dependent on His relationship with His Father and only spoke and
did those things taught Him by His Father, the true disciple of Jesusisfully
dependent on Jesus, and is committed to speaking and doing the things taught
by Jesus. A disciple of Jesusimitates Jesus and endeavors to become like Je-
Sus.

Recently my daughter graduated from college and she had a decision to make:
"do | move back home". At first | was frustrated by how much she was ago-
nizing over thisdecision. Then as| listened to her, | understood that this was
not just a simple choice about where she would live, but also a sober reflection
on the new responsibilities she faced and the impact this decision may have on
her future. She had to consider her relationships, finding a job, and her inde-
pendence versus continued dependence on her parents. Although thisisan
imperfect analogy, the one requirement Jesus has for true discipleship, "abide
in MY word", is aso both simple and sobering. It issimplein that al that Jesus
demandsisthat you “abide’. Y ou don’t have to accomplish anything, know
anything, or have any particular ability - just make Hisword your home, be
completely dependent on Hisword, love Hisword, and livein Hisword. It is
sobering in that it requires the highest level of commitment; the commitment to
live by Hisword. To be Jesus' disciple you must be committed to the truth in
Jesus and continue in that truth forever.

Forbes magazine just published its annual list of America's best colleges. The
criteria Forbes uses to differentiate the best colleges are largely based on stu-
dent satisfaction and success. Many desire the satisfaction and success these
educations offer and will work hard for the chance at it. The value of the insti-
tution istied directly to value the student finds in it. Likewise, being adisciple
of Jesusis also about the student, but not some temporal success and

Continued on next page



September 10, 2010 Salvation and Discipleship Arelnseparable
Rod Simmons continued

satisfaction. Discipleship is about liberating the student. Jesus says the goal of
being His discipleis simply and profoundly that: "you shall know the truth and
the truth shall set you free". By truth, Jesusisreferring not only to the facts
concerning Himself as the Messiah, but also to His teaching, and the experi-
ence of knowing Him as Lord and Savior. Knowing this truth sets you free by
removing the corruption and guilt of sin. It setsyou free by establishing you in
God's family, and opening the door to the great and many privileges of being
His child. It setsyou free to enter into the most wonderful of relationships
with Him and His people.

Sadly, there are those who have made it their vocation to study the life of Je-
sus, attend Christian universities, listen to great Christian teachers, or are mem-
bers of fine churches, but never really know or experience His truth. In con-
trast, there are many who may have little or no formal training and yet genu-
inely know and experience the fullness of knowing Jesus. The difference be-
tween the two is simply that those who experience His truth not only believe in
Him, they also abidein Hisword. They aretruly His disciples.

Prayer: Lord, may we be disciples who seek knowledge and truth found only
in your Word. Lead us by your Word, both spoken into our minds by your
Holy Spirit as we read the Scriptures and also as we speak your Word into each
other’slives. Thereisno abiding in your Word without abiding in You. So
make us aiveto You and aliveto Your Word. Amen.

September 13, 2010 Evangelism at Creekside Derek Ewin

Evangelism has always been a difficult concept for me. What does it mean to
evangelize, and how do | fill my role in the Great Commission? As ateenager,
| went to a couple third world countries with mission organizations. | came
back confused about whether | should be afull time missionary in aforeign
country or if it was OK to do something else with my life. | spent four years at
UCLA where | was encouraged by my Bible study group to walk up to strang-
ers on campus and try to engage them in conversations about “spiritual things.”

Finally, | graduated from college and law school and entered the “real world.”
As agovernment lawyer, | had to be careful about what | said regarding Chris-
tianity. In many ways, thiswas abig relief to me because, believeit or not, |
have always been uncomfortable about “ sharing my faith.” | have aways had
the desire to talk with people about Christ, but my experiences felt so forced.

Lately, however, things have changed. | have cometo realize that if | want to
share the good news about who God is and how He wants to relate with us,
God will provide opportunities that are consistent with my gifts and abilities.
While some people are called, and have the gifts, to walk up to total strangers
and start a conversation about Jesus, others are called to sharein different
ways.

| have been excited to see members of my family and friends evangelizing ac-
cording to their gifts. My mother volunteers with an organization called
Globa Mission Outreach (GMO). GMO has hundreds of web sites that come
up on search engines to answer questions about God. Many of the people who
visit these sites have more specific questions about Christ. GMO has “online
missionaries’ like my mother who answer these questions and relate with these
people over email. My wife heads up the Camp Creekside vacation Bible
school where many Creeksiders, both adults and youths, share Gods love with
campers who only step foot in church that one week out of the year. Nick and
othersin the “dirt bike crowd” take unbelieversriding. The drive there and
back often leads to “ spirited” talks about who God is. My daughter, one of the
biggest evangelists | know, simply invites her friends to high school youth
events.

The point that | am making is that God can use usin all sorts of ways, and will
give us al sorts of opportunities, to fulfill the Great Commission without us
having to move to another country or without having to walk up to strangers
and ask them if they know God. The question is, are we open to being used?
If so, God will provide plenty of opportunities that won’t be forced, but instead
will smply coincide with the way we live our lives.

Prayer: Lord, draw me closer to you today. Help me to realize and understand
how much you love me and want to relate to me. Use me, in whatever way
you seefit, to share who you are, and how you want to relate to us, with the
people around me. Help me not to draw you into my way of doing things, but
instead, use me as a part of your plan. | am so thankful that | know you.



September 14, 2010 Mercy at Creekside Dave Fore

When Pastor Nick asked if | wanted to be part of the Mercy Team | wondered
aloud about how much need there could there be in such awedlthy area. Inthe
past several months I’ ve learned that there are many hurting families and indi-
vidualsin our Church; most of whom are diligent, hard working and prudent
people who never imagined the day that they would require financial assis-
tance.

The goal of Creekside Community Church isto meet the needs of individuals
and familiesin our body. Often the need isphysical or financial. The Mercy
fund was set up to meet needs in the short term, with the larger, long-term goal
of encouraging individuals to mature in their Christian walk.

The Mercy fund offering is collected at the first of the month; it is administered
by the Mercy Team as away to provide assistance to people and unburden the
Pastor and Elders. Our serviceisto work with people referred to uswho are
having serious financial problems. A Mercy Team member will come along
side to understand the problem and look for resources, alternatives, and as a
final resort, provide specific financial assistance. Asgood stewards of the
Mercy fund we are diligent to determineif it is appropriate to provide financial
support vs. other resources such as family assistance. If thereis any doubt we
always err to the side of Mercy.

In the past several months we have assisted Creeksiders with specific needs
such as bridging medical insurance, paying for rental cars, counseling sessions,
rents and mortgages to provide time for individuals to make other arrange-
ments. There are other families who will require longer term support due to
circumstances well beyond their control; with the Mercy Fund we are privi-
leged to continue this support. The economy has hit many families hard. Need
isup and giving isdown. We will administer the Mercy Fund with the assur-
ance that God is manifestly in control.

Prayer: Grant us O Father the depth of compassion to take notice of those
around us who are in need, whether suffering from circumstances out of their
control or because of their own actions. We all suffer from both, events that
we have no control over and consegquences of our own actions. May our
Mercy Team have the wisdom and discernment needed to assess every oppor-
tunity that comes to them with the guidance of your Holy Spirit. Allow usall
to consider ourselves as dispensers of Mercy and not solely depend on the
Mercy Team to meet needs. Could it be that the Mercy Team serve as a back
up when we might miss an opportunity among us as body members? Increase
our fund Lord. To you betheglory in alife helped through our compassion!

September 15, 2010 Elders Pete Stafford
| Thess5:12-13

The Journey classis currently enjoying a healthy discussion around Paul’ s |et-
tersto the Thessalonians. This church was truly a remarkable assembly of
believers. Paul writing within only a month or two of their conversion says
this about the reputation that this new Family had gained:

Do you know that all over the provinces of both Macedonia and Achaia believ-
erslook up to you? The word has gotten around. Your lives are echoing the
Master's Word, not only in the provinces but all over the place. The news of
your faith in God is out. We don't even have to say anything anymore—you're
the message! People come up and tell us how you received us with open arms,
how you deserted the dead idols of your old life so you could embrace and
serve God, the true God. (I Thess 1:7-9 The Message)

Remarkable, yes! Perfect, no!

This church family was far from perfect. Paul’ s time with them was cut short
as hewas run out of town by opposition from the Jews and Greeks from the
marketplace (Acts 17:10). There was much more to learn from Paul, but in his
brief stay, Paul had grounded them in the word, and he had encouraged them to
appoint Elders“in the Lord".

Imagine being a Pagan worshipper one week, and being overcome by the
Power of the truth of the Gospel in the Power of the Spirit, the next week, and
then sensing this call upon your life to minister to your newfound Family in
Christ as an Elder/Leader the next week. Thisis how it was for the Elders and
leaders of the church at Thessalonicain 51AD.

Seeking the mind of the Lord for calling certain believers for the position of
leadership was a common custom of Paul’sfor al of the churches that he
founded:

"And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangel-
ists, and some as pastors and teachers, *for the equipping of the saints for the
work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; (Ephesians 4:11-12
NASB)

This church was born out of idol worship, and into anewfound joy. But they
were also born into adversity. Often times when adversity hits, we think we
are doing something wrong. Or, we look to place blame on others. Perhaps,
though, adversity might be an indication that you and your family are doing
something very right. Paul reminds his beloved of this:

Not that the troubles should come as any surprise to you. You've always known
that we'rein for thiskind of thing. It's part of our calling. When we were with
you, we made it quite clear that there was trouble ahead. And now that it's
happened, you know what it'slike. (I Thess 3:3-5 The Message)

Continued on next page



September 15, 2010 Elders Pete Stafford continued

Aswelook at Paul’sinstruction back to this new church family, it is evident
that this church is struggling with their Spiritual Leaders. Paul offers the fol-
lowing instruction to them: *?But we request of you, brethren, that you appre-
ciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the
Lord and give you instruction, **and that you esteem them very highly in love
because of their work. Live in peace with one another. (1 Thess 5:12-13
NASB)

Here in our text we find Paul exhorting this beloved church family. These are
words of instruction and correction and caring from their beloved Spiritual
Father. Elders/Pastors are akey ingredient of a healthy family, just as |leader-
ship of afamily, company, and nation are key ingredients to the health and
welfare of al in those entities aswell. In our text, Paul provides three smple
instructions, and offers three supporting reasons about how this new church
family should respond to these brand new believers, who aso happen to be
their leaders.

What are the three instructions? -

Appreciate your Pastor Elders—theword for Appreciate carries with it
the idea of “to know, appreciate, recognize, do not take them for
granted”. | couldn’t help but think of the announcement this past
Sunday that the Elders of Creekside will be hosting families for de-
sert. Perhaps, according to thisinstruction, we have it reversed. Per-
haps the families should be inviting the Elders and Pastors over for
dessert.

Esteem very highly in love your Pastor Elders— our Pastor Elders have
been called to avery important work. It'sahigh and costly calling,
and if for no other reason, they are to be highly valued. The question
for us of course, is how we would go about expressing that value in
very practical ways.

Livein Peace with one another —well what does that have to do with
Elders and Pastors? Show me a church that argues about Elders and
Pastors and who is better, and who is more talented and who is a better
speaker and | will show you achurch that is not at Peace. All Elders
and Pastors are gifted uniquely. All areto be valued and esteemed.

Why should we? —
have charge over you....IN THE LORD — Those called to have Spiri-
tual charge over the Creekside body have been appointed by the Head
of the Church, our Lord Jesus. Our Pastor Elders have been put in
place at thistime and in this place. We know what we want. We
think we know what we need. But Jesus knows exactly what our
body needs, and He has appointed Pastors and Elders to exercise
Spiritual oversight on our behalf to address those true
needs....provided that we allow them.

September 15, 2010 Elders Pete Stafford continued

They INSTRUCT You —In other words, they are charged with spesaking
into our lives. We have many voices screaming at us. But we have
very few Spiritual Fathers. Our Pastor Elders prayerfully consider
how best to speak into our lives. Again, from the message... (who
have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along
in your obedience.)

And finally, our Pastors Elders deserve our appreciation, esteem and
peaceful enjoyment of one another because — They diligently labor
among us. One of the myths of the ministry isthat Pastoring isan
easy job...after all, they only work one day out of the week, right?
Our Elders are transforming how our church family operates. We are
moving more and more in line with Paul’ s instructions about how the
church family is to conduct itself. The slogan of Christ isHead —
Elder Led — Pastor Fed — Saints ahead is becoming more and more of
aredlity. Thisreality istaking place in the power of the Lord and on
the backs of the leaders who have been so diligently laboring on our
behalf.

Prayer: Father, we thank you for giving us your word, and how it came to us
in the Power of Your Holy Spirit. We thank Y ou that in your word, we see a
model for how we can enjoy the blessings of a church family. Father, we
thank Y ou for the Shepherds called out by your Son, the Bridegroom of the
Church. Wethank you for the Elders and Pastors of Creekside, called at this
time to serve this body as they serve you in this calling. May you grant them
fresh wind and encouragement as they carry out their duties at this exciting
time for our church. And may we, the body find practical ways to demonstrate
to them our love and concern and appreciation for al that they do. In the Good
Shepherds’ name we pray, Amen.



September 16, 2010 Worldview Nick Vleisides

From Dallas Willard’ s Book, “Knowing Christ Today: Why We Can Trust
Spiritual Knowledge.”

Everyone has aworldview. Whenever we act, we act with areferenceto a
“world,” atotality of facts, goods, and possibilities. A worldview is, therefore,
abiological necessity for human beings, because we act, whether consciously
or not, with reference to awhole ( a“world”). Our “view” of that whole deter-
mines what we shall undertake to deal with or omit in our actions day by day
and hour by hour. It dictates what we will or will not count on as resources
and recognize as dangers. It determines our aims and our means and eventu-
ally, the quality of our life and the kind of person we will become. Our world-
view issimply our overall orientation to life. Y ou can not “opt out” of having
aworldview. You can only try to have one that most accords with reality, in-
cluding the whole realm of facts concerning what is generally good.

One' sworld view need not be recognized as such to have its effects. Much of
it lies outside our consciousness in the moment of action, embedded in our
body and in its social environment, including our history, language, and cul-
ture. It radiates throughout our life as background assumptions, in thought s
too deep for words. But any thoughtful observe can discern the essential out-
lines of what itis. What we assume to be real and what we assume to be valu-
able will govern our attitudes and our actions. Period. And usually without
thinking. But most people do not recognize that they have aworldview, and
usualy it is onethat is borrowed, in bits and pieces, from the social environ-
ment in which we are reared. It may not even be self-consistent.

Jesus gives an illustration of how thisworks in the story of the prosperous but
foolish farmer in Luke 12:16-21. Because his crops were very abundant, he
said to his soul, “ Soul you have ample goods laid up for many years: relax,

eat, drink, and be merry.” But in God's eyes hewas afool. He was not deal-
ing with reality. Hedid not have many years. He died that night, according to
the story, and his possessions went to someone else. “Soiitis,” says Jesus,
“with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards
God.” Therich farmer’'s genera assumption about what was real and what was
good were disastrously mistaken. Thus, because worldview is so influential, it
is also dangerous.

Prayer: Dear Father, yeswe all have aworldview about all things. What
drivesmein life? What view? What doesthisal mean? Why do | do what |
do? Why am | here? What isreal? Jesus, | don’t know any other answer for
those questions except that Y ou are the Answer. Change my worldview if in
any way, it smacks of the prosperous farmer. All that | have or do not haveis
almost irrelevant when it comes to my heart and my life and my purpose and
my calling and my ministry. Oh God, help this church body to have the same
exact worldview. The same exact worldview! Y our worldview.

September 17, 2010 Wherethe Devil LikesMe Nick Vleisides

| started off with an elder meeting yesterday at 6AM and wrapped up at the
office at 8PM with a pre-marital counseling appointment. | had a bowl of
broccoli for lunch and | was already starving at 5PM. When | got home Heidi
had |eft the taco meat and fix’ nson the stove. | overate. Then | felt guilty for
eating too much. Noway | could go to bed on afull stomach so | sat down at
the computer to address an issue with it not waking up from sleep mode. Last
month | purchased and added RAM to the computer only to have to return the
modules and have new ones sent since there was a corruption issue. So after
trying to come up with a solution for about an hour last night the dang com-
puter went corrupt again. | wasso mad. “I don't have time for this!” “Why
does something so simple need to become so complicated?” | gave up and
went to bed working on my attitude knowing this is where the devil getsto me.

| got up this morning and after having a bowl of cereal | decided to sit outside
and read my devotional and do some reading of Dallas Willard's, “Knowing
Christ.” The devotional went fine and then as | took a depth breath ready to
take in one of the most brilliant mindsin Christendom it started. We live next
to alarge 5 acre green belt and the landscape dudes started up their tractor
mower and of all places, were running up and down the side of our fence. It
was so loud. | got so mad. Just coming out of my devotional, here | am mur-
muring some words |, let alone a pastor, shouldn’t be murmuring. Thisis
where the devil likesto get to me. | decided to stick it out and read through.

While | was reading with noise of mowers and weed whackers going on, little
did I know the fire department was calling me with a need for a chaplain.
Never heard the phone with all the ruckus. By the time | went in the house and
saw the call it was too late, they found someone else. | don’t get called often
and Wednesday is my day to beon call. | wassomad! By now I’'m having a
downer of aday...in spite of my devotional and some really good reading on
“knowing Christ.” Then American Express calls and tells me my account has
been compromised and unauthorized charges have been made to my account.
The bill came the day before so | went to look at it for the first time and didn’t
see the charges they were referring to but something else caught my attention.
With all the sports, school supplies, registrations, school clothes and the like
this past month we racked up nearly $1000 of charges on our card! | was al-
ready feeling like we were spending way to much money the past few weeks
out of our checking account, wondering if we werein “overdraft mode” yet...
being afraid to even check. | was depressed. We've been in the habit of pay-
ing our credit card debt every month and it looked like it might not happen! All
thistook meto alow...right where the devil likes me to be.

Continued on next page



September 17, 2010 Wherethe Devil LikesMe Nick Vleisides continued

All this forced me to come to grips with the question the Spirit was putting on
my mind, “Nick, which kingdom do you livein? Do you want to live? The
kingdom of thisworld is broken, expensive, loud and evil. My kingdomisall
about the effective reign of My will which you can participate.” Creekside...

all of you can relate to my story of a short period of time. things which are not

seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.

My stuff is piddley compared to the real troubles other face. But either way...

the question remains...which kingdom are you redlly living in? Which king-
domisreal? 2 Corinthians 4: 18 *® while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Prayer: Lord, we areto be all about the things that are unseen and not the
things that are seen. Help usto know Y ou in such area way that doing Y our
will makes perfect sense. Give us aclear sign of the effective reign of your
will for our ministry at Creekside. Each of us has struggles and we confess
that often our struggles result from trying to make life work in away that is
outside Y our will...outside Y our kingdom. May Y ou be glorified in usand
keep that dang devil from messing with me. May Y ou have Y our way in us.
May Y ou reveal the truth to us about us. Redirect our hearts from saving
things, fixing things, storing things, wanting things, and loving things. Lord
have mercy on us.

September 20, 2010 Knowing God’sWill for Your Life Through Prayer
John Pamer

Have you ever wondered how you are supposed to know God' swill for your
life, much lessfollow it? Y ou can be ready to face any situation if you arein
continual prayer, and take responsible actions. L ook at Nehemiah, who wanted
to do something for God, but knew he could not do it in his own strength. For
this devotional topic you are going to need your bible and do some reading in
Nehemiah.

First, read Nehemiah 1:1-11

Verses 1-3: Nehemiah received an honest assessment of the condition of
Jerusalem. Have you asked God or those you are accountable to for an
honest assessment of your life?

Verse 4: Nehemiah prayed and fasted for “many days’. What is your
response to adversity?

Verses 5-11: Nehemiah admires God (O great and awesome God vs. 5),
pleads for God to hear his prayer (vs. 6) confesses individua and corpo-
rate sin (verses 6-7), intercedes for his people (verses 8-10), and peti-
tionsfor himself (verse 11)

Second, read Nehemiah 2:1-20

Even after four months of praying, Nehemiah had to take abig risk. To
appear sad before the king could have cost him hislife. (Verses 1-2)
Nehemiah made a quick prayer to God on the spot—verse 4. Then he
made his request known to Artexerxes. (Verse 5). Interesting to note
that this quick prayer on the spot followed months of continuous prayer
and fasting. Artexerxes granted Nehemiah's request and even gave him
more than he asked for (verses 6-9).

Even after getting what he had prayed for so earnestly, Nehemiah im-
mediately faced opposition. (Verse 10).Prayer gave Nehemiah avision
and a purpose. He followed God' s leading and God blessed his efforts.
Others saw God's hand in it and were motivated to act. (Verse 18)

Third, read Nehemiah 4:1

Chuck Smith, Senior Pastor of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, comments as
follows on chapter 4:

Continued on next page



September 20, 2010 Knowing God’s Will for Your Life Through Prayer
John Pamer continued

"Now we offered our prayer unto God and we set our watch (verse 9)."
The prayer was not used in lieu of responsible actions. Nor should prayer
ever be used in lieu of responsible actions. God expects us to act responsi-
bly. Some people use prayer as an excuse for their laziness. It should never
be. "We offered our prayer unto God and we set the watch against the en-
emy." God does expect us to do what is wise and what is prudent though
all the while we are trusting in Him. We know that, "If the Lord doesn't
watch the city, the watchman waketh but in vain" (Psalm 127:1). But the
watchman still wakes up.

We don't say, "Lord, watch the city," and then everybody just go to sleep.
But the watchman is still there. But if the Lord isn't watching, he's waking
up and he's therein vain. We realize that it is necessary that God watch the
city, but we aso realize it's necessary that we take the prudent actions that
arerequired of us. So, "We offered our prayer unto our God and we set our
watch day and night."

September 20, 2010 Knowing God’sWill for Your Life Through Prayer
John Pamer continued

By praying continually, God's plan and purpose for our lives will be made
known to us. It doesn’t mean we won’t have to take risks or work hard. It just
means we will be blessed doing what God wants, not doing our own thing and
asking God to bail us out of trouble.

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name.
Y our Kingdom come,
Y our will be done,
On earth asin heaven.
Give ustoday our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
Aswe forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

We need to pray continually. God wants us to pray continually. Prayer can take
many forms, such as adoration and worship, quietly waiting to hear from God,
confession of sins, intercession for others and petition for ourselves.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.
Now and forever. Amen.

Prayer model: A.W.C.I.P.A.—this can be used as a prayer guide for each week.

Letter Scripture Jesus prayer
example
A—Admire Psalm 8:9 ...Our Father
Admire and in heaven,
thank God Holy is Your
Name...
W-Wait Psalm 46:10 ....Your King-
Wait Quietly dom come...
for God Y our will be
done...
C-Confess 1 John 1:9, ...forgiveus
Confess your Psalm 103:12 our sins...
sins
[-Intercede 1 Chronicles ... just aswe
Intercede for 4:9 have forgiven
others others...
P-Petition Psalm 51:10-12 ...deliver us
Petition for John 14: 12-14 from evil...
yourself
A-Admire Psalm 8:9 ...for Yoursis
Admire and the Kingdom,
thank God the power, and
the Glory...

Continued on next page.



September 21, 2010 Serving, Being Served, and the Sideline
Paul Vinogradov

The Scriptures undeniably instruct us to serve the Lord: “ And now, O Israd,
what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to
walkin all hisways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul.” (Deuteronomy 10:12). Furthermore we under-
stand from Paul’ s writings that God calls us to discover our gifts, excel in gifts
that build and strengthen the body, and to serve one another in love. Jesus con-
nects this service to one another with our service to our Heavenly Father: “ |
tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40). And certainly Jesus leads us by ex-
amplein thisarea: “ For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give hislife asa ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45).

At Creekside we have many wonderful servants that minister to you and to
your family on Sundays and throughout the week. Y ou may be one of these
servants. At times you may feel asthough you can never serve enough. There
never seems to be enough servants actually serving to go around, the demand
for service seemingly aways outweighing the supply. You may even find
yourself so overwhelmed at times by the sheer magnitude of the needs of the
body and our community that you feel helpless and even paralyzed, thereby
limiting the overall supply of serving even further. Others of you are experi-
encing real needs — the loss of loved ones, physical or emotional trauma, con-
flict, financia troubles, and so on. Y ou welcome the pouring out of love and
service from the body with open arms. Y ou may be a part of athird group,
best described as “ sitting on the sideline.” Y ou come to church and are served
simply by attending, but you are not actively serving in ameaningful way.
Regardless of which group you are in right now — Serving, Being Served, or on
the Sideline, there is one thing we all have in common. We must “let go and
let God”. When we serve, we should serve with pure hearts and not selfish
motives. When we are offered service, we must be willing to receive it with a
humble and grateful heart. And for those of us on the “Sideline”, we must take
more risk to step out in faith and discern how we might serve or be served in
order to grow closer to God.

Our Prayer Today: “Dear Lord, asachurch body at Creekside, how are we
doing with our service to you, to each other, and to our community? Do we
serve with pure hearts? Do we receive with humble and grateful hearts? Are
we taking risks both to serve and be served? Asan individual member of the
body, where | am today? | pray that | might take another step toward trusting
you today to both serve and to be served. God grant me the wisdom and the
courage to trust you more with my life today.”

September 22, 2010 Worship JessevanZee

Recently my wife and | took atrip to “ The Happiest Place On Earth”, the famed
Disneyland. It was a highly anticipated trip that we had been planning for awhile.
The whole drive down | had been reliving my childhood memories of the Magical
Kingdom. Even as | approached the main gates, | eagerly anticipated the thrill of
everything | would encounter. You see, | had a plan to dive in deep and soak up
all the fun that Disneyland could throw at me; Space Mountain, The Matterhorn,
Pirates of the Caribbean and the list goeson. That night as | laid my head on my
pillow, my exhausted limbs told me that | had accomplished my goal .

Now | flash to any given Sunday. As| walk into the church building I am met
with an opportunity to encounter the real Magical Kingdom, to interact with the
Living God of the Universe! Which, in reality, isway cooler than going to Disney-
land. | recall past memories of sweet moments with my Father God. Moments of
singing with reckless abandon, “ Swing Wide Y e Heavenly Gates, Prepare the
Way For the Risen LORD”. | also can bring to mind times of coming before the
throne of God, despondent, crying; “Create In Me A Clean Heart O God, and Re-
store A Right Spirit Within Me”. Those were moments | had fully prepared my
heart to encounter the living God. Unfortunately, now and then | find myself sit-
ting in the back of the sanctuary mouthing the words “How Great is Our God”. All
the while my head is thinking; do we have enough roast beef for sandwiches? Did
| send out that memo on the new TPS report? Or thinking how cool the big copper
heart around the globe thingy is. Or ..... fill in your own mind wondering thought.
Hear | am with an opportunity to corporately encounter the One True God and |
spend the time thinking about the contents of my pantry. Why can | prepare my
heart for Disneyland and fail to do the same thing for my Savior? What isthe
problem? Why am | in la-laland? | know that the LORD is near, | have encoun-
tered Him many times before. Isit that | have allowed myself to only expect to
encounter God on a limited basis? Is my lack of expectation causing me to not
even attempt to call on Him? Do | lack the discipline to prepare my heart for this
encounter? | firmly believe that God is ever present and near. As the psalmist
Says,

"The LORD isnear to all who call on him, to al who call on him in truth”
(Psalms 145.18)

So the question remains; Will | call on Him? Today will | prepare my heart to
encounter my Abba Father?

Realistically | know that getting myself and my family to church is no simple task.
The writer of the song “Easy like Sunday Morning” clearly never had a 7 month
old to get dressed and ready for church. However, as | enter into the sanctuary |
am faced with a choice. Do | set aside the worries of my day, prepare my heart
and call on my Lord or do | allow this moment to slip into my barren desert of
wasted time?

Prayer: God give me the discipline to prepare my heart with an earnest expecta-
tion to encounter Y ou. | desire to come before Y ou bringing worship and praise,
but my body and mind are weak. Father, tune my heart and mind to sing your
praise and enter Y our courts with Thanksgiving in my heart. Y ou are God alone
and worthy of all my praise and worship! Amen.



September 23, 2010 Giving at Creekside Nick Vleisides

Let’ sthink about giving and how we can pray. Thiswhole church financial
thing is a quandary for me...really. On one hand giving should be an act of
worship...awilling (not commanded) sacrifice to the Lord. In that regard, I'm
not really sure why giving seemsrelatively low for us. On the other hand we
have this budget that puts giving in a different light than what the L ord might
desire. Focus on a budget might suggest that the body be considered a con-
sumer and it is up to the body to show their approval by how much they

give. That seems so wrong, wouldn’t you agree? Do we foster that with the
notion of abudget, especialy if we focus too much on it?

We created a problem when we posted that we have 155 head’ s of household at
Creekside with the average giving is around $100 aweek per unit and average
annual income for our areais $140K. The math suggests giving islessthan
4% of income per unit which seemsvery low. Though many of you

“tithe” (giving 10% or more) we do not teach that atitheisrequired. | can’t
say what people should give but the tithe is agood place to start and | think the
spirit of giving would lend itself to much more than atithe. Pray about

this. Some folks among us are discouraged that the giving islow. Some strug-
gle with the thought that perhaps too many folks are not practicing tithing or
any giving at all. Otherswonder if people are holding back for some reason. |
struggle with trying to understand what this all means. What | do know is that
ultimately the Spirit of God working on our hearts and minds will be the
source of generous giving...beyond our means when necessary.

The Lord has put it on my heart the past few years that if giving ever increased
two, three, four fold...and | believe the resources are among us...we should
commit to giving most of it away to those in need. We should give directly to
mission work here and abroad. Minimize the “budget” focus and maximize the
“ministry” focus.

Prayer: Father, bring our body together on this matter of giving. May your
Holy Spirit do awork in our hearts to cause each and every one of usto delight
in giving to Y ou through this body and its leaders. God, we want to be free
from the worry of money as abody. We have strived to spend much less and
streamline our expenses. |sthere more? More to cut or more to receive? Can
we determine before you to spend wisely and line up our expenses with effec-
tive ministry and the spreading of the gospel? We need your help in spending
as much or more than we do in giving. God, are we ready to give more so that
we can give more for the work of ministry? Work in our hearts O Lord.

September 24, 2010 Children’sMinistry at Creekside Tim Brady

If you're anything like me, after reading the title of this devotional I'm automati-
cally ready...and expecting to read alist of the things the ambiguous “they” of the
Church are doing in order to fulfill my desiresfor akid’ s ministry. | would also
like to know how these people are going to equip my child(ren), aswe say at
Creekside, “MEET JESUS, GROW IN JESUS, and SHARE JESUS.” Because|
am theway | am and because | think the way | think, it'simportant for me to regu-
larly be reminded just how God set this up to work. We have two major influences
for God in the world today: 1) The Family. 2) The Church. Think about it for a
second... One is made up of the other! The Church is a collection of the Family,
creating the body of Christ! That’sjust cool to me!

Let’s concentrate on the family first. It isawaystheindividual family who has
primary responsibility for the spiritual heritage of their children. Deuteronomy
6:7 says, "You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and
when youriseup.” Thisisin reference to loving God with al your heart, soul,
and might! Proverbs 22:6 says, Train up a child in the way he should go, even
when heis old he will not depart fromit. A practical statement and general guide-
line for raising our children. Do these scriptures reflect what’ s going on in your
home? If we wereto poll the kids at Creekside about what they see, hear and
learn at home, what would they say? (Relax, it's ahypothetical poll!)

For those of you without young children, you are not yet dismissed! Now, the
Church (the collection of families) has the primary responsibility to “turn on a
light” in our dark world by pointing people to Jesus. At Creekside we say,
“Partnering with families to nurture and invest in children's spiritual growth.” In
other words...partnering together to point people to Jesus! We see the whole
“light” analogy in the book of Revelation. God communicates with John to write
letters to the seven churches. Revelation 1:12-13 says, Then | turned to see the
voi ce that was speaking with me. And having turned | saw seven golden lamp-
stands; ** and in the middle of the lampstands | saw one like a son of man, clothed
in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden
sash.” This picture of what the church does becomes even greater when we rec-
ognize the early church’s understanding of the tabernacle (God' s dwelling place)
and the lampstand placed in there to shine light on the “bread of presence.” The
book of Exodus contains the specifics. This bread served as areminder of God's
provision and presence! What an awesome picture when Jesus satisfies the illus-
tration in the upper room the night before He was crucified.

At Creekside Community Church, we need to see the connection! The Family and
The Church are not two separate entities. They are actually made up of each
other! We have the same goals and desires for our children and need to simply
align our methods together! The ambiguous “they”, isreally the very clear,

You! We need each other! At Creekside, how do you represent the church family
at large? Isthere a chance, you might be aresource to the individual families that
need your “light” and help pointing the way to Jesus?

Prayer: Lord, would you protect our young ones. Father, mature them in their
lovefor you! Holy Spirit, raise up those who would nurture these, so precious, the
future of the church.



September 27, 2010 Shepherding our Children and Y outh Sean Donohue

| love dance music. My favorite place to listen to music isin my car with the
radio. The beats are strong and loud - like I’m in the front row of a concert.

My five year old daughter Maddy has taking aliking to dance music. Danielle
and | recently noticed Maddy has begun singing along to some of the often-
played radio songs. This concerned us because the lyrics to some of these songs
discussissues like attraction, lust, and partying.

| was driving and watching her rocking back and forth in her booster seat moving
with a song, averse cameto mind. (Which | feel like was God speaking to me).

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your might. And these words which | command you today shall bein
your heart; you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down,
and when you rise up" (Deuteronomy 6:5-7).

| then wondered, “What isin Maddy’s heart right now? How am I, and my mu-
sic choice, affecting my daughter right now? And then | asked myself an even
tougher question, “Am | helping Maddy to love Christ right now?’

My answer to my question |left me feeling like something waswrong. | was
wrong.

| decided right there that | needed to do a better job of guarding Maddy’s heart
and shepherding her in thisarea. My resolve? Country music. | hoped | would
find songs with lyrics that would nourish Maddy’ s soul, not depleteit. | turned
to 95.7 the Wolf and the first thing | heard was this wonderful song called ,
“LoveLike Crazy”. Hereisthe chorus:

Be a best friend, tell the truth, and don’t overuse, | Love You

Go to work, do your best, don't outsmart your common sense

Never let your prayin' knees get lazy

And love like crazy!

Thisisthe type of song we want children listening to- songs that glorify truth,
purity, and honor in the minds. | share this story with you as an illustration of
how difficult -and how important it is- for us to teach and shepherd our children
in Christ.

Creeksiders, we must fight the good fight in living out Deuteronomy 6:5-7. We
must be aware of the culture that surrounds them and protect their hearts and
minds from worldliness.

Prayer: Lord, You are the perfect Father. Y ou guide me, protect me, teach

me. Thank you for the privilege you give me of teaching and parenting the chil-
dreninmy life. | ask your forgiveness for the timesthat | have been insensitive,
lazy, or selfish in thisimportant area. | pray that you would guide me, as| guide
the your children. Please give me eyesto see the areasthat | need to act, give me
ears to hear you lead me, give words to speak that teach and shepherd, and please
give me the courage to lead my family in Y ou.

September 28, 2010 When isfreetime? Phil Herndon

Having just spent aweek at Camp Koinonia with a dozen of our kids and 150
kids from another 6 churches and really witnessed hunger in action. It wasa
blessing and alot of fun. | realy enjoyed the time and | was able to see how

hunger isthefirst stage of discipleship.

At the beginning of the week the joke among all the counselors was the answer
to every kid's question which was ssimply “Three O’clock.” Whencan| goto
the snack shack? When isfreetime? What time does the pool open? Thekids
were there to play and that was their real hunger. This hunger took priority
over anything else they had to do. Nobody asked when chapel was or what
time we would do devotions...no ‘hunger’ there. But by the middle of the
week we began to notice a change. The kids were open and talking about the
chapel time and the teaching was being heard. We had great conversations
about how the Spirit worksin our lives. The draw of “three 0’ clock” had given
way to the real reason we were together, the work of the Spirit.

| suppose that when Jesus said “ Let the little children cometo me” (Matt
19:14) those Hebrew kids had already grown tired of the distractions on that
hillsidein Judea. Our Lord is patient with us and the call to communion with
Him is not ademand, it'san invitation. But even as adults we can be dis-
tracted by all the things of thisworld that so easily call louder to our nature and
delay or derail our hunger for relationship with our Father.

Take afew minutes and think about those things that keep you from regular
relationship with Him. Don't forsake the disciplines of the Word, teaching,
fellowship and prayer and you will see the distraction of thisworld lose their
draw. Thekids at camp were getting the spiritual feeding Monday through
Friday, it was adiscipline, but it wasn’t until they tired of the worldly distrac-
tions that the Spirit did awork in those young lives. As aside note, watching
4™ graders worship and praise God is a powerful thing!

Pray: Jesus, just like children hunger for simple things like play time and to
eat some sweets, might we too as adults hunger for the simple things Y ou offer
us. Canwe belike little children and enjoy sitting in your lap...hearing you
tell astory...asking you questions. Y es, even have you be a part of our play
time. Lord, make us hungry if we won’t hunger on our own.



September 29, 2010 Lighthousesand Streetlights Josh Smith

Mark 16:15 (NASB)*And He said to them, “ Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation.

M atthew 5:14-16 (NASB)**"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden; *nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. **"Let your light
shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father who isin heaven.

The Church is often referred to as alighthouse to the world and it is. A light-
house points people to safety and warns them away from danger. Thousands of
churches are doing this and have the incorporated the word lighthouse as part of
their name. Unfortunately, my thinking of where | attend church on a Sunday as
alighthouse sometimes will limit my thinking of God's call for me to be light.
God calsfor my light to shine everyday in everything | do and with everyone |
interact. The reality isthat many days| forget about God during the day. Re-
gardless of our actions God uses us. One day yearsago | was at work and |
asked an employee how she was doing and she said fine. Twenty minutes later
she came to me and shared that she was not fine and that her husband of twenty
years had |eft her. | listened. That day God' s light shined into her lifein avery
dark moment.

Thereisalot of darknessin the lives around us. God desires for usto reflect His
light. | haverealized that | am a streetlight in my neighborhood and the lives
around me. We are al streetlights in our neighborhoods. Imaginein your mind
the individuals of Creekside on a map as streetlights shining in their different
neighborhoods. Imagine on top of that our other Christian brothers and sisters as
streetlights shining with us on that map. What a beautiful image.

The next time you step out your door, walk down a street, drop a child off a
school, have lunch with a co-worker, and see a streetlight be joyfully reminded
that God isalight shining in you to be shared with those around you.

Prayer: Lord let me reflect your light in the lives of the individuals that sur-
round me. Let me be reminded daily of Your greatness and to shareit. Let me
be filled and encouraged with your sense of purpose and a deep desire for you.

Lord | ask you to encourage the missionaries of Creekside in their walk of faith.
Give them arelationship that is right with you and growing. Lord | ask for your
protection over their families lives and give them wisdom in the decisions that
they make. Lord help them to “fit” into their communities with the challenges of
adjusting to the new cultures and climates. Lord please provide both the personal
and financial support in these difficult times. And Lord please give them protec-
tion from Satan’s attacks in their families, their team-work with other missionar-
ies, and in their relationships with key local people and authorities. Lord thank
you for their ministries. Thank you for their faith and commitment. Praise beto
Y ou for the work done among them. In the holy name of Y our Son Jesus. Amen

September 30, 2010 “Living Sacrifices’ -Romans 12:1-8
Ron & Joyce Kinch

These well-known New Testament passages say many things about the gifts
God gives us. | find nothing limiting these gifts by age, station-in-life, or
physical or mental condition. | have witnessed Creekside teenagers minis-
tering to the elderly. Young Life Capernaum (physically and mentally chal-
lenged) kids have a great capacity to love others and inspire othersto love.

Nor do | find anything limiting WHERE these gifts should be exercised.
Our Creekside supported missionaries spread the Gospel on amost every
continent. We support many local ministries as well.

Y ou may have heard Nick and others refer to the “Missional Church”, about
moving Creekside to become a Missional church. Milfred Minatrea, in the
book “ Shaped by God's Heart”, attempts to define this term. He points out
that a“mission minded” (not Missional) church:

e Sometimes sees only the “caled” bringing the Gospel to far-away
places.

e We send them and support them. They are our representatives.
They satisfy our expression of ministry.

But the Missiona Church views every member of the Body as a missionary!
WE are His representatives. WE participate in the life of the community
declaring, demonstrating and inviting others into life with The Life-Giver!
This then becomes the essence of our existence as the Body of Christ here at
Creekside.” But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, an-
other hasthat.” — (1Cor 7:7)

We have different gifts and, consequently, many different opportunities to
express these gifts — right here in the Bay Area, in this Valey -- AT THIS
CHURCH! Elementary, middle-school and high school youth need leaders
and helpers to make sure our very own Creekside youth hear the Gospel and
seeit lived out in front of them.

Creeksiders already serve at the Bay Area Rescue Mission; The Macedonian
Outreach; City Team Ministries: and Valley Pregnancy Center. There is a
great opportunity at Shalom of Oakland, a ministry co-founded by Nate
Millheim a former Creekside youth pastor. Also, there are many other op-
portunities -- Young Life, Youth for Christ, Teen Challenge, Campus Cru-
sade, and many more.

The number of opportunities may be overwhelming. But just GO! —That’s
what Jesus commanded! GO! The Holy Spirit will reveal where He wants
you and how He would have you serve. Just GO!

-- and many blessings along the way.

Pray: Herel am Lord, send me.



October 1, 2010 Unity in the Creekside Body Tim Brady

In the past several months, I’ ve had the privilege of making a new friend!
When we originally met, we exchanged names and through conversation, dis-
covered that we had something “Huge” in common. Jesus! In that initial con-
versation, we had good dialogue, laughed about a few things, and event spent a
little timein prayer together. | remember thinking, “Wow, if most relation-
ships were that focused the world would be a better place.” After that chance
meeting, I’ ve continued to runin to this guy! We' ve stopped and spoken about
five or six times since then. Last time we saw each other he called out, “Hey
Tim! Good to seeyou!” And | returned with, “Hey...You!” -Becausel can’t
even remember his name. About 2 weeks ago, in another “unplanned passing”,
he said something that caught me off guard, made me blush and then later,
made me serioudly think. After talking for amoment about the Lord, he
looked me directly in the eyes and said, “I love you, brother.”

Here, in John 17:21-23, we read what Jesus prays to The Father:

Zthat they may all be one; even as You, Father, arein Meand | in You, that
they also may bein Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. ' The
glory which You have given Me | have given to them, that they may be one, just
asWeareone; 2| in themand You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity,
so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You
have loved Me.

Thisisaprayer for the believers of Christ to be fully focused, committed and
devoted to truth through UNITY! Not just a unity with God, but also a unity of
love with each other as we represent God' s glory to aworld desperate for Him!
Do welive this out? Do we know each other’s names? Arewein aplaceto
look each other in the eyes and say, “1 love you”? Are we willing to go out of
the way to share life with one another? Are we as focused as “What's His
Face” with God'slove in the Creekside body?

Prayer: Father we pray for you to manifest your very nature (Father, Son,
Holy Spirit) through the love we share in this body. Revea your glory to us
and through us. Lord, use Creekside Community Church asalight in our com-
munity for Y our Kingdom cause! Amen.

October 4,2010 Ministry tothe Hurting Janie Sheedy

Thereis a scene from amovie “ Steel Magnolias’ where one of the main char-
acters, amom, played by Sally Field, tragically loses her adult daughter to
complications from diabetes. This striking scene takes place at the gravesite
where her friends try to comfort her. This captivating moment portrays the
mom having an emotional breakdown. She criesto her friends“I just want to
hit someone until they feel asbad as| do.” In essence sheissaying, “I just
want someone to feel what | feel, | don’t want to bein this aone.”

One of the greatest hallmarks of the Christian faith is the ability to receive
comfort from the LORD when we are hurting. Many verses from scripture
show God'’ s heart to those who mourn: In Isaiah, God is said to be “near the
broken-hearted”, and “comforts all who mourn” (Isa. 61:1-2). Jesusin His
sermon on the mount proclaims, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted (Matthew 5:4). God the Father models a heart for the hurting.
One of the greatest gifts we can give to one another isthe gift of entering one
another’s pain. Back to the scene from Steel Magnolias, | often find hurting
people are not looking for great words of wisdom, biblical passages that ex-
plain their pain, nor particularly to be talked out of their pain. Hurting souls
often simply need othersto sit quietly with them in their pain, to “...weep
with those who weep” (Romans 12:15).

Solomon points out we will all experience “atime to weep...atimeto
mourn.” (Ecc .3:4). Inthe same vein, he points out we will only experience
this for a season, there will be atime for laughter, atime for dancing. Our
deepest hurtswill not last forever.

At Creekside, we excel at entering one another’ sworld of pain. Let us not
forget those around us who are hurting. Thislifetime provides a boatload of
hurts. Let us not judge the pain of others, nor expect their journey to fit a cer-
tain plan or structure. Let us continue to comfort the one who is hurting, often-
times by just sitting quietly with the one who mourns. And finally, those of us
who have endured atrial of hurting can experience comfort in knowing God
will redeem those most painful trials often through the ability to comfort others
with the comfort we have received.

Prayer: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort; Who comfortsusin all our affliction so that
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

For just as the sufferings of Christ are oursin abundance, so also our comfort
is abundant through Christ. (2 Corinthians 1:3-5).



October 5, 2010 A Pre-School at Creekside? Nick Vleisides

Today | ‘m going to put atangible request before the body to pray about. 1've
had it on my mind and heart for several years that we should seriously consider
having a pre-school at Creekside. Aswe seek waysto reach out in the commu-
nity it only makes sense that we would utilize the resources we have (great
facility in agreat location) in acommunity that isvery kid savvy. Thereisa
waiting list for every reputable pre-school in or community...the need is there.

At Creekside, we also value children and are called to help families raise them
upintheLord. It seemsto make sense that we should at least seriously con-
sider this opportunity. But | want to put it before you to think and pray on this.
| have to admit, I'm biased in that my mother taught and directed pre-school
for 30 years and | saw the benefits and fruit of a Christ centered pre-school.

At my last church in Austin, we had a fantastic pre-school and even our own
non-believing neighbors enrolled their kids and gave us opportunity to witness
to them. Non-churched parents would literally spend the night at the door of
the church in order to befirst in line to enroll their kids. Simply put, apre-
school can be agreat outreach in the community.

Unchurched parents...no matter what their motive is for enrolling their kids...
arewilling to allow usto talk about Jesus with their children if they trust the
program and care we provide. Second, a pre-school isaway to build up and
train the children of our own parents of pre-schoolers. Pre-school isahuge
influence in a child’ s development with positive implications for the rest of the
lives. So...apre-school isboth...an outreach and an inreach and something
I'd like you to consider for us. Thisfallsin line with our desire to seek focus
and direction in our ministry and relates to the Great Commandment and the
Great Commission.

We have aready done some leg work over the past few years and have a note-
book which includes most of the state requirements and information for start-

ing apre-school. The facility seems very suitable. The goal would be for the
pre-school to be self sustaining on the tuition even though there may be some

start up cost. Shall we pursue this Lord?

Prayer: Father in Heaven, since we are talking about having a preschool can
you help us determine that Y ou are behind thisidea? It sounds good but we
want it to be from you and for Y ou to blessit. Do you wish for us to reach out
in to the community this particular way? Can we effectively use this resource
to build up our own families and their preschool aged children? Put in on our
hearts to do this. Bring someone or several people forward who would be
willing to further investigate what it might require of us. Get us talking about
it. Giveusadesire. Bring forth the leadership. Pavetheway if itisYour will.

October 6, 2010 What do we do with the Trinity? Kimberly Grassi

They say that you don't really understand something unless you can explain it
to achild. | would have to admit then that | do not understand the Trinity.
This subject is arecurring argument in the backseat of my car between my two
children. “Jesusis God.” “But how can Jesus be God if God is His Father?”’
“What about the Holy Spirit then; who isHe?!” If you think texting while
driving is dangerous, you should try explaining the Trinity to a6 and 8 year
old while driving. Although there are agreat many illustrations that strive to
explain the mystery of the unique relationships between God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, ultimately they all fall short and many even
border on the lines of heresy. Instead of trying to define exactly what the Trin-
ity isand is not, it might be better to understand the three persons of the Trinity
in terms of each one's unique relationship with us.

The explanation | give to my kidsisthat there are three persons who
all possess the unique qualities of “God.” God the Father is God. God the Son
isGod. God the Holy Spiritis God. They all act, react, and interact in an en-
vironment of complete trust and love for one another. They are al involved in
the unfolding story of God's love for humanity. They all have expressed them-
selvesin varied ways.

God the Father is primarily depicted in Scripture as the creator. 1
Cor. 8:6 and 2 Cor. 4.6 speak to His creative qualities. It was God the Father
who, in the beginning, brought al things into existence. It was not without the
presence and involvement of the Son and the Spirit, but thisis primarily how
we understand Hisrole. God the Father is the architect of the universe which
we inhabit as well asthe architect of our very souls. God the Father wanted to
create male and female and to have an abiding relationship with His creatures.
The Fatherly distinction is also an important element to His character. Heisa
Father to His Son, and as His adopted sons and daughters, He is also aloving,
devoted, faithful Father to us.

God the Son isthe person of the Trinity who redeems (Eph. 1:7). It
isasaresult of His death on the cross that we are brought back into relation-
ship with the Father, Son, and Spirit. Throughout the Gospels we read story
after story of Jesus' interactions with people. We come face to face with aman
who loves, gives, forgives, and acts with uncanny grace. We read of aman
who is utterly dependent upon His Father, who is validated by the Spirit, and
who lives Hislife with one purpose in sight. Jesus provides a glimpse into the
character of God. Heisthe person of the Godhead who is most relatable. He
ishuman. He has relationships with real people. He criesreal tears. He gets
tired and hungry. Hislife, His death, and His resurrection provide the undispu-
table exclamation point to His assertion to deity. It isthrough the Son that we
experience forgiveness and grace.



October 6, 2010 What do we do with the Trinity? continued

God the Holy Spirit is the person of the Trinity who isleast under-
stood. Strange things happen when He is around, but His primary role isone
who sanctifies (Rom. 15:16). He sets us apart from the rest of the world. He
is the One who enables us to live out the reality of our forgiveness. He ex-
plains the truth to our hearts and grants us the ability to feel the truth. He
empowers usto live beyond our own abilities. He grants usincredible gifts
designed to encourage our fellow believers and draw those who do not yet
believe into His presence. The Holy Spirit loves to be acknowledged. | have
never taught alesson on the Holy Spirit without Him showing up. The He-
brew word for Spirit isthe word “breath.” The Holy Spirit breathes life into
our daily activities. He empowers us when we ask. He gives us words when
we need them. He bringsto mind Scriptures and truths to reassure us, com-
fort, us and sometimes just to show us His delight in us.

Discussions regarding the “how” and “what” of the Trinity have
been taking place since Jesus walked the earth. Although our love for God
produces a desire to know more about who Heis, it is not likely that we will
ever completely understand the intimate workings of the relationships be-
tween the Father, Son, and Spirit. And aren’t you glad we do not have Him
entirely figured out? | want a God who is bigger than anything the collective
minds of humanity can produce. What we can trust in is the fact that all three
persons of the Trinity know us completely and their desire is for each one of
us to comeinto afuller understanding of how much we are loved; and to then
communicate this same love to others. We can come to know the Father, Son,
and Spirit in aunique way as we learn about them individually. We can relate
to God as our Father, the one who will do, and has done, anything for us. We
can relate to Jesus as the God-Man who understands our humanity and floods
us with compassion. We can relate to the Holy Spirit as the one who gives us
breath and empowers usto livein thisworld. | am not surethat a6 and 8
year old can understand this. But | know they can experienceit.

Prayer: Father, we pray that as our minds stumble across the subject of who
you are that your infinite greatness will transcend all of our limitations. We
trust in the truth that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all agreed that mankind
was worth the effort not only to create but also to partake in the unique rela-
tionship that the three members of the Trinity share. We thank you for invit-
ing usinto your presence. We thank you for giving us a model of interde-
pendent relationship. We pray that you would enhance our understanding of
the uniqueness of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and how each per-
son of the Trinity choosesto be revealed in our lives. Thank you for choosing
us, loving us, and allowing us to experience You. “Peace be to the whole
community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Ephesians 6:23-24

October 7, 2010 The Banner on the Wall Nick Vleisides

It has been on our wall for several years now. “To help people passionately
experience and personally express the Christ changed life.” Even though the
statement reads well and seems to make perfect sense it hasn’t always been
clear to folks whether or not it is a vision statement, a focus statement, amis-
sion statement or simply a cool statement. Y ou might argue that it isor isn’t
any of those kinds of statements. What it is meant to convey isthis. If aman,
woman, teen or child truly receives Christ and captures the essence of transfor-
mation in their understanding then the reality of a Christ changed lifeis ex-
traordinary! Too many so called Christians only learned that they need to
“become a Christian” in order to escape the wrath of God and the hell that
awaits those who reject God. So people “accept” God as youth or even adults
but they are really only accepting aticket to heaven later NOT a changed life
now. You can have belief without knowledge and you can act on belief alone
but only knowledge combined with belief will provide you the best kind of life
based on the truth. 'Y ou can believe you are going to hell if you don’t accept
Christ but knowledge of the whole truth tells us that we can received a new
life...anew spirit...the Holy Spirit. “ Therefore, if any manisin Christ heisa
new creation, the old things have passed away and behold the new has

come.” (2Cor. 3:17)

Too many Christians were only led to believe in Jesus as the Way with very
little introduction to the Truth and the Life. Y ou see, when you an | fully un-
derstand and experience the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, your life is changed
and THAT changes everything for how we “do church.” Y ou shouldn’t need
someone leading you by hand all your spiritua life...Hewill lead you. You
don’t need someone to spoon feed you the Word...the Spirit will feed you if
you know how to read. Y ou don’t need someone to tell you the direction of
your life...God will tell you in His Word and by the Spirit. So that statement
onthewall isjust that...a statement. It tells the truth about what may be the
main thing here at Creekside. Maybewe'll just simply call it “The Main
Thing” statement. Honestly, pray about the “To help people” part. | haveto
say that we need the Lord to help us better “help people”’ through teaching,
discipleship and providing opportunities to use their gifts. Yes...we could be
much stronger in that “helping others’ part my friends.

Pray: Lord of heaven and earth, you are indeed holding a place for usin an-
other realm we know as heaven. We would rather be there with you NOW!
But we have come to understand that we are not simply waiting for our ship to
comein but that you have alife for us NOW to live with purpose. Yes, you
love us so much and want us to have joy, peace, fun and take in the beauty of
creation that till exists. Thank you! Help usto know our changed-ness better.
Help usto live according to the reality of achanged life. Wow! What a
church we can be with that kind of reality fully functioning among us!



October 8, 2010 Creekside Direction Nick Vleisides

I hope you have discovered a deeper walk with the Lord the past 6 weeks. Do
you hunger for Him in ways you never have before? Did the Lord reveal any-
thing to you about your life and about Creekside? If so and you are willing to
share then email me your thoughts at nvleisides@creeksidechurch.com. I'd
loveto hear from you. The elders want to hear but I’'m sure that during this
time they have been listening and hearing from you. Remember the same
Spirit that is leading the eldersis also leading you and we trust the Spirit to
work in the context of unity.

I’'m calling this the end of our 6 weeks of Hunger for God but really, it isonly
the begining of anew chapter in our church body. In churchesin America,
people always ask or at least want to know, if it is not obvious aready, “what
isthedirection of this church.” Some might ask, “what isthe vision.” Even
though I’'m writing thisin August | hope that come October we have some real
clarity on that question. Right now | already have it in my heart that the direc-
tion of Creeksideisto be about the Great Commandment and the Great Com-
mission with a calling on usto equip the body to participate whole heartedly in
both. At the sametime, | envision apeople who even though areinvolved in
so many things have found the Spirit of God leading them to fully devote their
lives to the work of the ministry. Can you imagine? That little phraseis more
than | can takein... apeoplein the East Bay who “fully devote their livesto
the work of the ministry.”

WEéll, it doesn’t have a chance of becoming areality without continued prayer,
worship, teaching and even practicing spiritual disciplinesin order to be walk-
ing in the Spirit. Please, please, please examine your hearts and your minds
and your attitudes and your longings and your wants and your needs and your
hopes and your dreams and your careers. What doesit all add up to? King-
dom living or earthly living? | don’t mean externally but internally where only
you and the Lord know the real answer. Will you follow Christ with all you
got? We are heading in that direction.

Prayer: Lord God Almighty, you have brought us together as a church family
for areason. We are atapestry of human life with such extreme colors and
shapes and dimensions. We've all got stuff, baggage and issues. But we also
have deep longings, hopes and desires to completely follow Y ou no matter
what the cost. It scares usto consider what that might mean asit playsto our
fearsthat our lives would somehow not be as full or complete or joyful. Where
do we get that notion Lord? Help usin our unbelief and increase our faith in
the truth about life. Usher usinto a new chapter of reality. You love usand
that gives us great comfort. Thank you. We love Y ou too!
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